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MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE
BOARD OF REGENTS
·OF THE

I

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
Monday,- September 14, 1925, at the
A+varado Hotel, 11:30 A.M.
Presep.t

Present: Messrs. J. A. Reidy, A. A.
Sedillo, Charles H. Lembke,
President Hill, and Mr.
George Downer, representing
Downer and Keleher.

Cash
Ba·lances

A memorandum from Miss Parsons incicated the following balances:
Date: Sept. 12-1925-11 AM
Gen. Mtc. Fd.
$17,978.50
Halls--D.H. & R.H.
Bldgs. Htg. Plt.
105~58
S.D.&E. Emrgcy.
115.48
$18,lg9.56
Certfcts. Dpst.
Mtc.
P.S.B. Fd.
s.s.R. Fd.
Breece Fd.
-In closed banks$75.28
Insrnc. Fd.
Bldg. Fd.
Bonds
1,750.00
Trusts

Campus
Work

A report from Mr. Frank, Campus Superintendent, was presented, showi:p.g in
detail some eighty odd jobs of repair
work completed on the Campus between
August 10 and September 12. The report was ordered filed.

statement.
·from
Architect
Norris

President Hill reported that in conversation with Mr. Norris on Saturday,
Norris had admitted that he had not
been in the new Library Building since
he r·eturned from California. Norris
said that he intended to force Mr.
Marchant, Contractor, to lay a new floor.
Upon President Hill's insistence th~t

I

I

I

he should inspect the Library, as Supervising Architect, he said he would do
so within a day or two. President Hill
told him this work must be completed
satisfactorily before the cold weather
began, and also called his attention
to the letters which he had written to
Mr. Norris.
On this date President Hill is writing
to Mr. Norris again, te.lling him that
the Board desires in writing an explan~tion of what he and the contractor
propose to do, the said plan or proposal
to be accepted by the ·Board before the
new work begins.
At the request of the Board, Mr. George
Downer w~s present in order to discuss
the following letter' of Messrs. Downer
and Keleher:
September 11, 1925

I

Dr. D. S. <Hill,
President, University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, N. M.
Dear Doctor Hill:
At a recent meeting of the Board of
Regents you asked us to quote you the
approximate cost of carrying through
the litigation suggested in .our recent
report concerning the oil royalties on
university lands.
We will make you a fee, for carrying
through to conclusion in tpe Supreme
Court of the State of New Mexico and
the Circuit Court of Appeals of the
United States- the two suits necessary
to test out the question as to yvhether
the monies from oil royalties belong
to the income or permanent fund, of
$2,000 plus ·traveling expenses and court
costs.
Yours very truly,

I

DOWNER
By
GSD:EL

w.

~ KELEH~

A. Keleher

'

Employment
of
Attorneys
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After prolonged discussion, Mr. DoWner
wrote the following proposition, namely:
September 14, 1925
Board of Regents
Unive~sity of New Mexico

I

Gentlemen:
We will make you the following fee' for.
carrying to conclusion in .the Circuit
Court of Appeals and the New Mexico. Supreme Court the two suits necessary to
carry out the suggestions in our report
as to litigation necessary to test out·
the question of the disposition of oil
royalties:The fee to be in accordance with the
reasonab1e value of services rendered,
not to exceed $2,000.00 in cas~ the litigation is succ essfu.l and $1,500~00 in
case the litigation is not successful.
The fee fixed is to include services already rendered in the matter •. In the
event· the litigation terminates before
reaching the appellate courts adjustment
should be made on the basis of reasdnable
value bf services.
1

I

Yours Truly
Downer & Ke~eher
By Geo.

s.

Downer.

Finally, upon motion of Dr. Reidy, seconded by Mr. Lembke, the following resolution was passed unanimously:
BE IT RESOLVED that the proposition of
Messrs. Downer & Keleher made in writing, as to a fee for carrying on litigation in connection with the oil royalties
question be accepted and tnat Downer &
Keleher be instructed to proceed with
the litigation. This resolution is sub.ject bowever to the approval of the full
··Board and of the Attorney General of the
State.
·
It was informally. agreed that Mr. Downer
should present this resolution to Governor Hannett, and that Mr. Downer, with
Governor Hannett, secure the written ap-·
proval of the Attorney General to this

I

contract.

I

The 'j.ourney tQ Glenwood Springs, Colorado, in order to speak at the Public
Utilities Convention on the subject,
The Colorado River Compact, was announced to begin on this evening, September 14,·1925.
Adjourned.

Signed:

Date:

I
LMcD

I

J_ourney
of

President Hill

Adjourned

